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Penonton di stadium perlu jaga adab, patuh SOP

Miohd Saller, Alksi bola sepak Piala Malaysia sudah tiba

Lek penghujungnya, yang mana lapan pasukan
m A°Dar,  herjaya mara ke peringkat suku akhir.
€rengganu getjap pasukan akan pasti berusaha ber-

sungguh-sungguh untuk melepasi halangan
["dan seterusnya mara untuk berada dalam kelom-
pok peringkat separuh akhir. Dalam aksi seterus-
nya nanti sudah pasti pelbagai hal akan berlaku

ting.

Oleh itu, setiap pemain dan pasukan tentu ingin
mendapatkan } mi k
memastikan piala yang berprestil menjadi milik
mereka. Tidak ketinggalan juga penyokong pasu-
kan masing-masing pasti tidak ketinggalan mem-
beri sokongan dan sorakan apabila pasukan ke-
gemaran menang dalam sesuatu perlawanan.

pa yang di kan duka cita apa-

bila ada segelintir penonton  yang bemndak ke-
terlaluan dalam
berapa penyokong Terengganu FC (TI-‘C) melompat
pagar menyerbu dalam padang dan memeluk pe-
main TFC, Jordan Mintah selepas gol kedua di-

kerana ia membabitkan perlawanan yang amat pen-

pat difahami kerana kemenangan itu menjadikan
TFC juara Kumpulan B.

Pada era 1960-an di Malaysia memang pernah
berlaku perkara begini, yang mana ada penyokong
memasuki padang dan memeluk pemain bagi me-
raikan kemenangan pasukan kesayangannya. Pada
masa itu, pagar kesel, di tepi pad dalam

dium belum diw dan agak mu-
dah penyokong menyerbu ke padang.

Namun, pada zaman ini, apatah lagi dalam ke-
dudukan kita yang lkan gaya hidup nor-
ma baharu, kejadian penonton melepasi pagar | ke-
selamatan untuk meraikan k

lah secara adil atau munasabah. :

Dalam aksi bola sepak macam-macam hal boleh
berlaku. Ada penonton membaling objek ke dalam
stadium dan ada yang membakar tempat duduk
stadium kerana tidak puas hati terhadap pengadil
dan pelbagai tingkah laku lagi. Semua ini boleh
dianggap lumrah dalam gelanggang bola sepak
yang boleh terjadi bila-bila masa.

Namun, ia bukan sesuatu yang tidak boleh di-
bendung. Justeru, tuan rumah dalam setiap per-
lawanan perlu memberi perhatian serlus terhadap
hal berkaitan } dahan dan juga k

P dan p perlu diawasi se-

tidak sepatutnya berlaku. Hal ini di pa
dasarnya mereka yang dibenarkan masuk ke sta-
dium sudah memahami keperluan untuk menjaga
prosedur operasi standard (SOP).

kong TFC tidak boleh juga
disalahkan 100 peratus dan dlkenakan denda. Me-
reka tidak membuat rusuhan dan menyerang se-
siapa. Sebaliknya mahu menunjukkan rasa kegem-
biraan yang keterlaluan. Mereka adalah penyokong
setia dan-tidak sabar untuk meraikan kemenangan
walau apa cara pun.

Justeru, dalam hal ini, ada baiknya Liga Bola

Sepak Malaysia (MFL) membuat pemeriksaan ter-
perinci dan )angan cepat menyalahkan kepada pe-

hasilkan.

Dalam pe diadakan di Stadium Majlis
Bandnmya Petaling Jaya, TFC menang 3-1 menga-
tasi Sel FC dalam B.

Mungkin disebabk tenun gol k

ngan itu, penonton bertindak di luar kawalan ga-
ra-gara ghairah meraikan gol. Keghairahan itu da-

mata. Tt han pula, mereka tidak
bertindak agresif dan mencederakan sesiapa. Kalau
hendak hukum atau denda kepada penonton biar-

\| masa. Mblh pentmg. pagar keselamatan
mesti
yang sepatutnya. Jika Lu tidak cukup tinggi, per-
balkl atau diubah suai

inya semua k
Mupt dan leha)
penyokong sekiranya mereka masih mampu me-
manjat pagar dan menceroboh ke dalam padang
stadium.

Episod yang berlaku itu perlu diambil iktibar
oleh mana-mana penonton atau penyokong, kelab
penyokong sesebuah pasukan dan pihak tuan ru-
mah dalam sesuatu aksi perlawanan yang kom-
petitif. Bagi penonton yang ingin menyaksikan per-
lawanan bola sepak datang dengan adab dan jaga
disiplin diri juga kawal perasaan anda dengan
baik.

sudah
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Hodak bimbang kebangkitan Selangor

Kuala Lumpur: “Kita perlu fikir
0-0.” Demikian pandangan pe-
ngendali KL City FC, Bojan
Hodak meskipun anak buahnya
membawa bekalan dua gol di tem-
pat lawan menuju aksi suku akhir
kedua berdepan Selangor FC,
Khamis ini.

Jelas pengendali dari Croatia
itu berkata, mereka tetap perlu
berwaspada dengan kebangkitan
yang mampu dijelmakan The Red
Giants apatah lagi masih ada 90
minit yang perlu ditempuhi di Sta-
dium Bolasepak Kuala Lumpur
nanti.

“Kita bukanlah pasukan pili-
han. Selangor adalah Real Madrid
Malaysia dan pencapaian mereka
sebelum ini menunjukkan mere-
ka pasukan terbesar dalam ne-
gara ini.

“Mereka memiliki penyerang
dan pemain tengah terbaik, jadi

han tetapi ada lagi 90 minit, jadi
kita tidak boleh sambil lewa dan
kena anggap 0-0. Kita perlu me-
nang juga,” katanya.

Terdahulu, aksi di Stadium
Majlis Bandaraya Petaling Jaya
(MBPJ) itu menyaksikan skuad
‘Warga Kota’ membenam juara 33
kali itu dengan keputusan 2-0.

Gol daripada setiap babak me-
nerusi Morales dan Hadin Azman
meletakkan KL City dalam ke-
dudukan terbaik untuk slot ke
separuh akhir.

Sementara itu, pengendali
skuad Merah Kuning, Karsten
Neitzel mengakui ketiadaan pe-
main berpengalaman menyebab-
kan persembahan mereka goyah
sekali gus aksi ‘yo yo' yang dipera-
gakan pemain mereka.

“Ini bukan persembahan ter-
baik kita di mana kita menguasai
permainan tetapi tidak banyak

satu kejayaan apabila kami dapat Pemain Kuala Lumpur City FC, Ryan Edwar: Lambert Lee Kit Seng (kiri)) mencipta peluang. Kita tidak ber-

menyekat mereka.

“Walaupun memiliki kelebi- suku akhir pertama di Kelana Jaya.

mengasak pemain Selangor FC, Shahrul Nazeem Zulpakar pada saingan  bahaya dalam kawasan KL City,”

(Foto Aswadi Alias)  katanya.



PEJABAT SETIAUSAHA KERAJAAN NEGERI SELANGOR
SEKSYEN KOMUNIKASI KORPORAT, BAHAGIAN KORPORAT
TINGKAT 4, BANGUNAN SULTAN SALAHUDDIN ABDUL AZIZ SHAH,

40503, SHAH ALAM, SELANGOR
No.Tel: 03-5544 7456/7457/7458 No.Fax : 03-5513 5569
Email: sektakhbarsgor@gmail.com

st

CERTIFIED TO ISO 9001:2008

CERT. NO. : AR1991

KERATAN AKHBAR
16 November 2021

Akhbar : | Utusan Malaysia
Tajuk Berita : | Batu Caves berpotensi jadi pusat astronomi
Muka Surat |19

Batu Caves berpotensi jadi
pusat astronoml

SAUDARA PENGARANG,

BERIKUTAN Covid-19 menuju fasa endemik,
maka banyak sektor ekonomi dibuka
termasuk pelancongan.

Antara tempat kunjungan wajib pelancong
sebelum ini ialah Kuil Sri Subramaniar
Swamy, Batu Caves, Selangor yang menjadi
pusat kaum India beribadat terutama setiap
kali tiba perayaan Thaipusam yang akan
disambut pada 18 Januari ini.

Bagi saya, Batu Caves boleh menarik
lebih ramai pelancong sekiranya ditonjolkan
naratif baharu dalam bentuk mitos atau
penceritaan zaman dahulu yang dianggap
benar ada kaitan dengan pelbagai kaum.

Mitos Mahsuri wanita berdarah putih yang
dikaitkan dengan Pulau Langkawi boleh
dijadikan sebagai contoh.

Untuk mengetahui apakah tarikan itu,
kita harus mengetahui keunikan Batu Caves
yang terdapat patung Dewa Murugan atau
Dewa Subramaniar setinggi 42.7 meter yang
dikatakan tertinggi di dunia.

Kita juga pernah melihat penganut Hindu
mengusung kavadi atau benda berhias yang
diusung pada bahu sambil melaungkan vel,
vel ketika Thaipusam. Vel bermaksud lembing
yang menjadi senjata dewa peperangan
terbabit.

Dewa Murugan yang popular dalam
kalangan masyarakat India selatan dikatakan
berasal dari gugusan tujuh bintang bernama
Pleiades yang terletak kira-kira 400 tahun
cahaya dari bumi.

Gugusan bintang yang dikenali sebagai
Al-Thurayya dalam bahasa Arab turut disebut
dalam al-Quran, surah an-Najm.

Dalam sejarah Melayu, Sultan Aceh berasal
dari Pahang bergelar Sultan Iskandar Thani
(1638-1641) dalam surat kepada pemerintah
Belanda menyifatkan dirinya mempunyai
perwatakan diri seperti bintang Pleiades.

Masyarakat Nordik (Eropah utara)
seperti Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway
and Sweden juga mempunyai mitos sama
mengenai dewa-dewa dari Pleiades.

Ada pihak mengaitkan dewa-dewa dari
Pleiades sama dengan watak dalam filem
karya Marvel Studios yang terbaharu iaitu
Eternals tetapi dalam tradisi agama Hindu
ia agak berbeza kerana dewa dianggap
perantara antara Tuhan dan manusia.

Dalam pada itu, masyarakat Orang Asli
Temuan yang banyak mendiami gua-gua
di Batu Caves suatu ketika dahulu juga
mengetahui mengenai Pleiades dan gugusan
bintang ini dinamakan Bintang Lunga.

Bintang Lunga ialah buruj, iaitu gugusan
bintang yang kelihatan membentuk corak
tertentu di langit pada waktu malam.

Bagi masyarakat terbabit, kenampakannya
di langit menandakan musim buah-buahan di
hutan mula masak seperti buah keraniji, rotan
dan tampoi.

Pesawah di utara Semenanjung juga
merujuk bintang ini sebagai Bintang
Tujuh atau Bintang Ketika yang terletak
bertentangan dengan buruj Belantik (Orion).

Bila gugusan bintang Pleiades dapat dilihat
dari sebelah timur, itu menunjukkan sudah
tiba Ogos yang dianggap waktu terbaik untuk
menabur benih padi.

Di peringkat antarabangsa, kita sudah
tentu mengenali jenama kereta, Subaru yang
sebenarnya adalah perkataan dalam bahasa
Jepun yang merujuk kepada gugusan bintang
Pleiades.

Oleh itu, saya berharap Pusat Penerangan
Pelancongan (TIC) di Batu Caves yang
diuruskan oleh Maijlis Perbandaran
Selayang (MPS) dapat menyediakan
maklumat mengenai Pleiades untuk bacaan
pelancong.

Boleh juga dikaji kesesuaian menjadikan
kawasan berkenaan sebagai pusat pendidikan
dalam bidang astronomi.

Mungkin sesuai juga dibina balai cerap
di Batu Caves untuk dikunjungi pelancong
pada waktu malam bagi memerhati gugusan
bintang di langit.

SUKA MELANCONG
Gombak, Selangor

, R T

ANGGOTA polis mengawal pekarangan Kuil Sri

Batu Caves, Selangor dengan latar

belakang patung Dewa Murugan pada Januari lalu. - UTUSAN/FARIZ RUSADIO
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‘Jawatan
Hasnul?

Tunggu

siasatan
polis’

SHAH ALAM: Kedudukan
Hasnul Baharuddin seba-
gai Timbalan Yang Diper-
tua Dewan Undangan
Negeri (DUN) akan diten-
tukan melalui hasil siasa-
tan pihak berkuasa serta
keputusan yang dibuat
partinya, Parti Amanah
Negara (Amanah).

Hal berkenaan dimak-
lumkan Yang Dipertua
DUN, Ng Suee Lim sambil
menegaskan  pihaknya
akan mengambil kira
dua keputusan tersebut
sebelum membuat se-
lanjutnya terhadap Ahli
Dewan Undangan Negeri
(ADUN) Morib itu.

“Masih terlalu awal
untuk saya membuat
keputusan kerana kesnya
sedang disiasat pihak po-
lis, jadi semua pihak per-
lu menghormati siasatan
tersebut.

“Apapun, saya men-
zahirkan rasa simpati
terhadap Hasnul kepada
apa yang telah berlaku,”
katanya ketika ditemui
pada Konvensyen Biasa
Negeri DAP Selangor di
Pusat Konvensyen Shah
Alam (SACC) semalam.

Utusan Malaysia sebe-
lum ini melaporkan polis
daerah Kuala Langat se-
dang menyiasat Hasnul,
susulan dakwaan beliau
memukul bekas isteri-
nya, Juliani Jalilah Ab-
dullah.

Dalam pada itu, kertas
siasatan kes tersebut akan
dirujuk ke Ibu pejabat Po-
lis Kontinjen (IPK) Sela-
ngor minggu ini.

Ketua Polis Daerah
Kuala Langat, Superin-
tenden Ahmad Ridhwan
Mohd. Nor @ Saleh
berkata, pihaknya akan
merujuk kes berkenaan
dengan Bahagian Perun-
dangan Jabatan Siasatan
Jenayah (JSJ) untuk ara-
han selanjutnya.

Katanya, keterangan
Hasnul, bekas isterinya
dan ahli keluarga sudah
diambil pihaknya sebe-
lum ini.
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Gergasi Merah akan bangkit

Oleh SUFIAN HADI SOJAK

k@mediamula com.my

PETALING JAYA: Biarpun gagal
mempamer aksi konsisten se-
jak akhir-akhir dan kalah pula
dalam suku akhir pertama Piala
Malaysia kepada Kuala Lum-
pur City (KL City), namun Sela-
ngor tetap memiliki ‘aura’ yang
membolehkan mereka bangkit
daripada ketinggalan.

Pernah melalui situasi di
mana mereka tewas aksi perta-
ma kemudian ‘melawan’ dalam
perlawanan berikutnya, bekas
tonggak Gergasi Merah era 90-
an, Shahril Arsat yakin perkara
itu tidak mustahil diulangi,
apatah lagi stadium KL City di

Cheras sudah seperti ‘rumah’
sendiri buat Selangor.

Kelmarin, anak-anak buah
Karsten Neitzel menerima tam-
paran hebat apabila kalah 0-2 di
laman sendiri.

Kekalahan itu memaksa
mereka bukan sahaja wajib
menang di Stadium Bola Sepak
Kuala Lumpur, Khamis ini,
malah meledak lebih daripada
dua gol jika mahu memburu
tiket separuh akhir.

Shahril, yang juga anggota
skuad treble Piala Malaysia 1995,
1996 dan 1997 Selangor berkata,
Selangor mempunyai keunikan
tersendiri setiap kali beraksi
dalam kejohanan berprestij itu.

“Atas kertas, saya yakin Se-

langor mampu menang sebab
mereka pasukan berpengala-
man dalam kancah Piala Malay-
sia.

“Mereka pasti tidak mahu
terkandas di peringkat awal
kalah mati, sekali gus memaksa
Selangor untuk terus berjuang
habis-habisan.

“Ketika di zaman saya,
tidak ingat tahun berapa dan
berdepan pasukan mana....kami
pernah juga ketinggalan.

“Tetapi hanya 0-1 ketika ber-
main di tempat lawan.

“Bagaimanapun kami berjaya
bangkit pada perlawanan ke-
dua,” katanya yang kini berusia
49 tahun ketika dihubungi Utu-
san Malaysia, semalam.

AKSI pemain Selangor
SELANGORFC

ketika menentang Kuala Lumpur City di Stadium
Jaya

in serba tidak menjadi. - IHSAN
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COUNCIL NOTICE

The Petaling Jaya City Council crematorium
at Jalan 229 will be closed until Nov 21 for
disinfection. For details, call 019-285 5400
(Mohd Zulhairi Johar).
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Free saplings for Bukit Gasing residents

By GRACE CHEN
gracechen@thestar.com.my

RESIDENTS in Bukit Gasing,
Petaling Jaya will be given free
mango and rambutan saplings to
plant within their house com-
pounds to encourage people to
plant more trees.

“All they have to do is fill up our
online form and take a picture of
the tree after it has been planted.

“Apart from these two fruit trees,
there are three other options.

“We have wild cinnamon
(Syzygium campanulatum), tea tree
(Leptospermum brachyandrum)
and leopard tree (Caesalpinia
ferrea),” said Bukit Gasing assem-
blyman Rajiv Rishyakaran.

Rajiv, who made the announce-
ment at a press conference after a

tree-planting ceremony at a foot-
ball field located in the housing
area of Section 1, Petaling Jaya,
said his office was on a mission to
plant 1,000 trees within one year as
part of the nationwide greening
programme to plant 100 million
trees by 2025 .

Some RM100,000 had been
allocated for this greening pro-
gramme.

The cost, which will be spread
out over a span of one year, will be
borne by the assemblyman’s office
as well as the Petaling Jaya City
Council (MBP]) area councillor.

“We are working closely with
MBP] to choose the tree species as
well as obtain approval on availa-
ble spaces.

The council will be in charge
of the maintenance of these trees

later on,” he said.

A total of seven fields have
been tentatively listed in the green-
ing programme.

“We will be planting some 583
trees in these fields after obtaining
approval from MBPJ.

“We are hoping Bukit Gasing res-
idents will come forward to help us
plant another 400 trees in their
compounds,” he said.

The first location to be part of
the tree-planting programme is the
football field in Section 1, where 70
bucida variegated tricolour sap-
lings have been planted around its
perimeter.

Rosita Mohd Ambia, a sales and
operations executive of Foliage
Landscape Services, the company
supplying the trees, said bucidas
were popular for landscaping pur-

oy
P

~ s S P E: “ o o e 3
One of the 70 bucida saplings planted on the perimeter of the football

field in Section 1, Petaling Jaya.

poses because of its aesthetic quali-
ty and ability to withstand hot and
humid weather.

“Gardeners have likened their
outstretched branches to the
appearance of a peace sign.

“They can grow to a height of 5Sm

in three years and will only require
pruning every half a year,” she
said.

Residents interested in the free
tree offer can fill up the online
form at https://tinyurl.
com/1000TreesBG.
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Smartphone subS|dy open to B40 folk in Bukit Gasing

Smartphone classes, which will be held tomorrow and on Nov 24, are
open to all, including those residing outside Bukit Gasing.

By JADE CHAN
jade@thestar.com.my

RESIDENTS in the B40 group in
the Bukit Gasing constituency in
Petaling Jaya are invited to apply
for a smartphone subsidy offered
by the Bukit Gasing assemblyman’s
office.

The applicant pays only RM100
for a phone, w!ill]h the remainder

heidiced = i

office.

“We are looking at smartphones
within the RM300 to RM350 per
unit price range,” said Bukit Gasing

bl Rajiv Rishyak at
a press conference to announce
details of the subsidy.

“They will be new smartphones
with warranties. These devices are
not fancy, but enough to cover basic
functions and instal apps such as
WhatsApp, Facebook and Grab.

“Applications will be filtered on a
case by case basis, based on income
and family background Apphcanl%
will be screened i

“This subsidy is smctly for Bukit
Gasing residents only.”

He said the subsidy was targeted
particularly at senior citizens in the
B40 group without smartphones or
outdated mobile phones.

Application for the subsidy is
open now.

Family members, friends or
neighbours can also nominate
names and assist the application.

“This is an initiative to bridge the
gap between the digitally connected
and not connected,” said Rajiv.

“I've seen cases where people
needed smartphones but couldn’t
afford them, so they had to do
things in person or use manual
methods.

“For instance, one woman had to
collect food aid from our office her-
self because she didn’t have enough
money to get a phone and couldn’t
call or send a message for help.”

Rajiv observed that seniors who
were not digitally connected were
missing out on online or app-based
i such as online bank-

ing, e-wallet and parking payment.

They are also socially disconnect-
ed because they miss out on
updates and messages posted in
family chat groups, he said.

“That is why I started a smart-
phone class last month.

“The turnout was encouraging
and the participants were keen to
learn the basics,” he said.

The next classes are tomorrow
and on Nov 24, from 10am to noon,
at MBPJ Balairaya Seksyen 17/1,
Jalan 17/1A, Petaling Jaya.

Registration is free and open to
all, including those residing outside
Bukit Gasing.

To apply for the subsidy or to
register for the smartphone class,
call 011-7297 3810 (WhatsApp).

Those without smartphones can
apply for the subsidy via walk-in at
Rajiv’s office at Pejabat ADUN Bukit
Gasing, 7A, Jalan 52/8, Bandar Baru
Petaling Jaya, Petaling Jaya.

Itis open from 10am to 5pm,
from Mondays to Fridays (except
public holidays).
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Financial aid for asnaf recipients

Eighteen S'gor residents get assistance in joint programme between PKNS and TNB

By AIDA AHMAD
aidaahmad@thestar.com.my

SELANGOR State Development
Corporation (PKNS) has continued
its strategic partnership with
Tenaga Nasional Bhd (TNB) for the
third year to assist the asnaf (tithe
recipients) community to own
comfortable homes.

Altogether, 18 recipients were
the beneficiaries of this collabora-
tion through TNB's Better Brighter
Home @ Baiti Jannati programme
at the state level, a CSR initiative
where TNB allocated RM50,000 to
each recipient to buy a new house
or settle the balance of their hous-
ing loans.

Thirteen recipients were able to
settle the balance of their housing
loans while another five received
new housing units in Kuang Raya
Apartments owned by PKNS.

The programme is carried out in
collaboration with PKNS where
each recipient receives their own
house and the purchase of basic
home furniture such as wardrobe,
dining table and washing machine
using TNB and PKNS zakat (tithe)
money.

TNB stakeholders affairs
Selangor/Kuala Lumpur/Putrajaya/
Cyberjaya (regulatory and stake-
holder management division) gen-
eral manager Ahmad Rezahan
Mohammad said the Baiti Jannati
programme involved repair work
and construction of new homes, or
financing the purchasing of homes
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for the poor which includes single
mothers, the elderly and the urban
and rural poor (the lower income
group or B40).

“Since its introduction in 2007,
879 houses have been repaired,
rebuilt or financed for purchase
throughout the peninsula at a cost
of more than RM39.2mil

“The source of funds for the
implementation of this project is
using zakat money from TNB's
annual business returns by the
State Islamic Religious Council.

“The programme also ran
throughout last year but as a result
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of the Covid-19 pandemic that hit
our country, we had to postpone
the handover ceremony to this
year.

“Everything went smoothly as a
result of PKNS’ joint efforts,” he
said at the handover ceremony of
mock keys and food baskets at
Dewan Aster in PKNS headquarters
in Shah Alam.

Also present was PKNS chief cor-
porate officer Idris Ishak

Ahmad Rezahan said under this
project at the state level, a total of
45 recipients had benefited and in
2021, the total value amounted to

Bl e

(From left) Idris
and Ahmad
Rezahan handing
over a mock key to
recipient Salmah
Awang of TNB's
and PKNS' Better
Brighter Home @
Baiti Jannati
programme in
Shah Alam

more than RM2.5mil.

“This is the third year that TNB
has established cooperation with
PKNS.

“Five asnaf recipients were
selected for home ownership
through financing of People’s
Housing Project (PPR) units man-
aged by PKNS.

“Meanwhile, last year, TNB
finariced 13 homes for selected
asnaf recipients,” he said.

Idris said PKNS appreciated
TNB's continuous cooperation for
the third year in a row which had
resulted in the 18 families being

able to enjoy new and more com-
fortable homes.

Idris also thanked Selangor
Zakat Board that has helped
PKNS in implementing various
CSR initiatives.

Meanwhile, one of the recipients
Mohd Ali Lajis, 71, a taxi driver
and widower, appeared emotional
after receiving a mock key to his
new home. “I felt sad that I could
not afford a home of my own, but
with the help of PKNS and TNB, 1
am so grateful that I have a new
home. I thank the Zakat
Department too,” he said.

Single mother of three Tan Yok
Ruan, 34, who recently converted
to Islam, said she was equally
grateful after receiving her mock
key to her new home.

“Before this, I was renting a unit
in Selayang and selling food for
deliveries to earn a living. It was
difficult to earn and pay rent. Now
1 am thankful that | have a home,”
she said

Unemployed Md Rabiee
Mokhtar, 45, a father of six, said
because of his high blood pressure
and heart condition, he could not
continue to earn a living as a per-
sonal driver.

“I will get well and go back to
work soon, but I'm grateful to
PKNS and TNB for my new home
under this programme.

“There are so many people in the
asnaf community who need help. I
hope this programme will continue
in the years to come,” he added
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‘Delay in
CPTPP
ratification
has cost us’

THE delay in ratifying the

Comprehensive and Progressive

Agreement for Trans-Pacific

Partnership (CPTPP) has resulted in

an “opportunities loss” for the

nation, says Datuk Seri Mohd Azmin
i

“Almost five years have passed
since the implementation of the
CPTPP, where Malaysia lost the
opportunity to benefit from the
agreement owing to the ratification
which has yet to be completed,” the
International Trade and Industry
Minister said when wrapping up his
ministerial replies on Budget 2022
in the Dewan Rakyat yesterday.

He said efforts to ratify the trade
agreement were expected to be
completed by the third quarter of
next year at the latest.

At present, he said, Malaysia was
accorded observer status and did
not have any right to block any deci-
sion made with regards to enforce-
ment of the agreement.

The CPTPP was signed by 11
nations, including Malaysia, in
2018. The agreement is currently
enforced by Australia, Canada,
Japan, New Zealand, Mexico, Peru,
Singapore and Vietnam.

Azmin said that among its bene-
fits were access to a wider market,
which was expected to grow since
the United Kingdom, China and
Taiwan were now new members of
the trade pact.

And because Malaysia has not
ratified the agreement, he added
that Malaysian goods were present-
ly not entitled to preferential treat-
ment if exported to Canada, Mexico
and Peru.

He cited Vietham as an Asean
nation that has benefited from the
CPTPP.

“Vietham saw exports increase
by 8% or US$34.3bil (RM142.7bil) in
2019 compared to the year before,”
he said.

Azmin added that Vietnam also
saw US$9.2bil (RM38.3bil) in direct
investments from CPTPP nations or
24% of the nation’s foreign invest-
ment for 2019.

He also assured MPs that ratifica-
tion would not prejudice the special
rights of bumiputra, and there were
exceptions given with regards to
bumiputra rights under the CPTPP.

Among them, Azmin said were
government procurement, subsi-
dies and the issuance of licences
and special permits.
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